Kramer, professor of chemistry in the university of Milan, read, in the course of last year, before the Imperial Institute of Lombardy, an elaborate account of his researches for the purpose of discovering in the Blood, the Urine, and other products of animal Secretions, various mineral Salts that had been taken into the stomach.
It would be tedious to report the details of his experiments ; all that we proPose to do at present is, to present the most important conclusions which he has ueduced from his extensive and very carefully conducted investigations.
l-The salts with alkaline bases, which we are in the habit of administering to 7. Iron, administered by the mouth, is rapidly absorbed and passes into the blood and urine : it should be borne in mind, however, that the urinary secretion in health contains a minute quantity of this metal.
8. Copper also is found, in a still more minute quantity in healthy urine; but it seems probable that the existence of this metal in animal fluids is derived from the copper vessels employed in domestic economy, and also from not a few articles that are used for food. If copper is present in the urine, we may fairly suppose that it may also exist in the blood. 9 . Normal Blood always contains a certain quantity of Manganese: the urine also does not appear to be quite exempt from it. ?Giornale dell* Instituto Lombardo.
Remarks.?The rapid absorption of so many metallic and other salts into the animal economy is a subject of great interest to the practical physician, as well as to the mere physiologist. It suggests, among other considerations, the necessity of more caution, on the part of medical practitioners, than is generally used in the administration of these substances. How must the system become thoroughly impregnated with such a metal as Mercury, when the patient has been taking blue-pill, for example, two or three months without intermission! One might almost believe the assertion of the once famous St. John Long, that he could extract globules of pure mercury from the skin of some of his patients.??
Rev.
M. Malgaigne on the Abuse of Tenotomy in various
Deformities.
Our readers are probably aware that the subject of M. Guerin's alleged almost invariable success in the treatment of even the most unpromising deformities, by the operation of dividing those tendons and muscles which are supposed to be contracted, has been recently brought before the Royal Academy?of which he is a member?by M. Malgaigne, and that the discussion thereon ensuing has been carried on with no little asperity by both parties. We have already more than once expressed our own opinion as to the merits of the " grand ortho- During the performance of this operation on a boy 14 years of age, it was remarked that, when the skin and perineal muscles were divided, there was a more profuse discharge of blood from the wound than usual. After the calculus had been, extracted, the haemorrhage nearly ceased for a couple of hours; but then it returned as profusely as ever. From its character, M. Daser suspected that the blood proceeded rather from a multitude of minute vessels than from any single one of considerable size. Several small arteries had been tied during the operation; and cold applications and absolute repose were now enjoined. These failing, the wound was plugged up with a piece of sponge; but, after a few hours interval, the blood having accumulated within the bladder, violent expulsive efforts came on and forced the sponge and a large quantity of coagula out. A canula was then introduced by the wound and retained in the bladder, and the sponge was replaced; still the bleeding continued. The causes of Baldness being so various, the treatment of the complaint must necessarily be different in different cases. The first thing to be done is to determine whether the skin be actually diseased or not. If the falling off of the hair co-exists with a healthy state of the integument, the cause of the complaint must be sought for in the general or constitutional condition of the patient. Its nature is very often manifested by the existence of certain concomitant symptoms, such as the presence of headaches, certain exanthematous eruptions, &c. If there be any local affection of the scalp, the diagnosis, at least for all practical purposes, is obvious: it is to the existing eruption that our attention must be directed; for the baldness is only the result of it; and, by removing the cause, the effects will gradually pass away. If this be the effect of a deficient secretion, and the expression of a particular constitutional condition, the case will require a two-fold plan of treatment, one local and the other general. Repeated shaving of the head should be enjoined; for this process seems not only to produce a very beneficial local excitement, but also to render the function of secretion more active. u r
In the baldness, which sometimes supervenes upon tedious recovery .from accouchement, as well as upon fevers and many chronic maladies, we, have only to use one or two very simple remedies, as for example dry rubbing, of the scalp, to induce the re-growth of the hair?never forgetting, as a matter of course, the restoration of the general strength by appropriate treatment.
>1.
Very different is that which is required in that form of Alopecia which is accompanied with the loss of the colour in the scalp?as we see in cases of vitiligo and porrigo decalvans. Here we must trust almost exclusively to special reme- 
